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SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT WARNS BOTSWANA'S WHITE FARMERS 

1. DAILY NEWS EOR JULY 24, REPORTED RECENT SPEECH BY VICE 
PRESIDENT MASIRE IN HIS HOME TOWN OF GHANZI IN WHICH HE ISSUED 
STERN WARNINGS TO BOTSWANA'S WHITE EARMERS. SPEAKING TO AN 
AUDIENCE WHICH MUST HAVE INCLUDED MANY WHITES, MASIRE SAID 
THAT THOSE WHO SPREAD 'PROPAGANDA IN SUPPORT OP THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT" COULD BE CONSIDERED "UNPATRIOTIC AND DANGEROUS". 

HE WARNED THAT "ANY WHITE PARMER IN GHANZI OR ANYWHERE ELSE 
IN BOTSWANA" WHO HAS "SYMPATHIES EOR THE ENEMIES OF BOTSWANA" 
SHOULD PACK UP AND GET OUT OR RISK SUFPERING CONSEQUENCES OP 
"HIS DISLOYALTY AND INGRATITUDE". 

2. TURNING TO EXPATRIATE ATTITUDES TOWARD BOTSWANA, MASIRE 
CALLED UPON WHITE CITIZENS TO HAVE ONLY A COMMON 
LOYALTY TO BOTSWANA, NOT TO "DISTANT LANDS" PROM WHICH MANY 
OP THEM HAVE COME. HE ACCUSED SOME WHITES IN GHANZI 

AND OTHER AREAS OF BOTSWANA OF CLINGING TO MENTALITY 
APPROPRIATE EOR BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE, BUT WHICH 
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HAS BEEN RELEGATED TO THE PAST IN INDEPENDENT BOTS- 
WANA. MASIRE SUGGESTED THAT THOSE WHITES WHO CANNOT 
ADJUST THEIR ATTITUDES TO NEW REALITIES SHOULD 
LEAVE BOTSWANA IN PEACE INSTEAD OP CREATING "ENCLAVES 
OP DEPIANCE" IN GHANZI OR OTHER AREAS OP THE COUNTRY. 

3. ALTER LASHING OUT AT WHAT HE REGARDED AS DISLOYALTY 
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AMONG BOTSWANA'S WHITES, MASIRE REPORTEDLY CALLED UPON 
HIS AUDIENCE TO COOPERATE TO MAKE A SUCCESS OF GOB 
POLICY OP NONRACIALISM WHICH 'MUST SUCCEED IF WE ARE TO 
REMAIN A PEACEPUL COUNTRY HE THEN CONCLUDED THAT 
BOTSWANA WILL "TAKE A SERIOUS VIEW OF ANY ATTEMPT BY 
ANYBODY TO SOW THE SEEDS OF RACIAL DISCORD IN OUR COUNTRY", 
PARTICULARLY WHEN UNITY IS REQUIRED TO DEAL WITH THE 
CONTINUING CRISIS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

4. COMMENT: WE CANNOT RECALL A COMPARABLE PUBLIC 
ATTACK ON "DISLOYAL" WHITE ATTITUDES BY A RANKING GOB 
OPFICIAL. MASIRE'S REMARKS MAY BE INDICATIVE OP GROW- 
ING TENSIONS BETWEEN WHITES AND BLACKS IN THE REGION 
(I.E. RSA AND RHODESIA) WHICH COULD SOON BEGIN TO ERODE 
POUNDATIONS OF BOTSWANA'S EXPERIMENT IN NONRACIALISM. 
WHITE APPREHENSIONS HAVE GROWN SINCE MARCH WHEN THREE 
WHITE FOREIGNERS DIED WHILE IN DETENTION BY THE BOTSWANA 
DEPENSE FORCE (BDP) IN THE TULI BLOCK (REFTELS). 

INDEED, UK HIGH COMMISSION AND OTHERS HAVE TOLD ME 
THAT WHITE PARMERS IN TULI BLOCK AREA (NOT GHANZI) 

WERE THE TARGETS OF MASIRE'S REMARKS BECAUSE THEIR 
SYMPATHIES AND ASSOCIATIONS ARE OPENLY PRO-SOUTH 
APRICA/RHODESIAN. SOME WHITES CONTINUE TO POINT TO 
THE TULI BLOCK INCIDENT, ALTHOUGH AN ISOLATED OC- 
CURENCE, AS EVIDENCE THAT THEIR SAPETY, SECURITY AND 
PROPERTY CAN NO LONGER BE ASSURED IN BOTSWANA. THE 
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DIALOGUE REMAINS OPEN, HOWEVER, AND AT LEAST 
SOME WHITES HAVE TAKEN THEIR COMPLAINTS DIRECTLY TO 
MASIRE AND OTHER GOB OPFICIALS. THESE COMPLAINTS 
MAY, IN THEMSELVES, HAVE HAD THE UNINTENDED EPFECT OF 
AROUSING RESENTMENT WITHIN GOB AGAINST "DISLOYAL" 

WHITE ATTITUDES. ALTHOUGH UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED TO 
DAMPEN RACIAL TENSIONS, MASIRE'S WARNING TO SOME "WHITE 
PARMERS" IS UNLIKELY TO CONTRIBUTE TO APPEASEMENT OF 
RACIAL FEELINGS. THE NET EPFECT MAY WELL BE TO CON- 
VINCE SOME WHITES THAT BOTSWANA'S NONRACIALISM CANNOT 
MUCH LONGER WITHSTAND THE GROWING CONTINENT- WIDE POLAR- 
IZATION OF RACIAL TENSIONS DERIVING FROM THE POLICIES 
OP APARTHEID AND STRIPE IN RHODESIA. 

NORLAND 
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